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Part of what has enriched their lives 

is being able to retire knowing that So-
cial Security will be there for them. It 
is the guarantee and the promise this 
country has kept and will continue to 
keep in the future. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

CHAFEE). The Senator from Delaware. 
f 

BIPARTISANSHIP 

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I have 
just returned to the Senate Chamber 
from a press conference that took place 
one floor above us in the press gallery. 
There Democratic and Republican Sen-
ators, some of our staff, and a number 
of reporters discussed the passage of 
the class action reform bill by a 72-to- 
26 margin a few moments ago. That 
was a strong bipartisan vote. I was hop-
ing that we might get 70, maybe even 
75 votes, and we ended up right in that 
neighborhood. 

A lot of people deserve credit for the 
success of the vote: Democratic and 
Republican Senators who crafted the 
legislation, debated it in committee, 
and who improved it over the last 7 
years since the first bill was intro-
duced. The key to getting the legisla-
tion passed—and it is a fair com-
promise—was figuring out how to set 
aside our partisanship, saying that we 
are not interested in gridlock, and for 
us to reach across the aisle, Democrats 
and Republicans and Republicans and 
Democrats, to figure out how we can 
reconcile our differences and resolve 
what has been a very divisive issue for 
the past 7 years and even before that. 

I said at the press conference—I say 
here today—my thanks to our leader. I 
thanked Senator FRIST, the Republican 
leader. I express my thanks to Senator 
HARRY REID for his willingness to allow 
this vote to go forward. The class ac-
tion bill was not legislation that he en-
dorsed, but he was willing to allow the 
debate to begin and for those who had 
amendments to the bill to offer the 
amendments, that we would have plen-
ty of time to debate them and to decide 
the amendments, and then without any 
kind of delaying tactics the Senate 
would go to final passage and take up 
the bill. I thank him for the very con-
structive and positive role he played in 
allowing this legislation to be passed 
today. 

The House of Representatives has 
agreed to accept without change the 
bill we have passed. The President has 
agreed to sign that legislation. 

I was saddened last night to be read-
ing through my mail and to come 
across a 29-page document that I be-
lieve has been distributed by the Re-
publican National Committee. There is 
a picture of Senator HARRY REID on the 
cover, along with our former leader, 
Senator Tom Daschle. The caption 
under the picture says: ‘‘Who is Harry 
Reid?’’ And below that we read: ‘‘Sen. 

Minority Leader determined to ob-
struct President Bush’s agenda.’’ For 
the next 28, 29 pages, this document is 
an attempt to identify HARRY REID or 
to try to define who he is and where he 
is from, his values. I think it is 29 
pages of something more akin to 
venom. 

If we are interested in building on 
the bipartisanship that characterized 
this week’s debate and today’s vote on 
class action reform, those goals are not 
enhanced or strengthened by this kind 
of tactic. 

I say to my Republican friends—and I 
don’t believe this came from anybody 
in this Chamber, but it is from some-
one our Republicans know and work 
with, people who work for the Presi-
dent or indirectly—if you want Demo-
crats to work with you and find com-
mon ground on issues such as class ac-
tion or energy or asbestos or other dif-
ficult issues, bankruptcy, this is not 
the way to do it. If you want to make 
sure that we have obstructionism, that 
we have a lack of bipartisanship, if you 
want to ensure that the climate of the 
last several years where we got so lit-
tle done returns, this is the way to do 
it. 

Whoever is responsible for this, let 
me just say: Shame on you. Repub-
licans can do better than this. And to 
the extent that Democrats are respon-
sible for this kind of behavior on our 
side, shame on us. 

I came here 4 years ago from Dela-
ware, which is a little State, such as 
the State of the Presiding Officer. In 
our State we have a history of Demo-
crats and Republicans working across 
the aisle, trying to find common 
ground and, more often than not, suc-
ceeding. This sort of thing would not 
be tolerated in my State by either 
Democrats or Republicans. This is not 
the way we do business. One of the rea-
sons Delaware is so successful is be-
cause of that bipartisan tradition that 
is part of our fiber. 

I hope that we won’t see this kind of 
attack on our leader, and I certainly 
hope we don’t see it on the Republican 
leader. The Republicans are better 
than this. So are the Democrats. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

(The remarks of Mr. CRAIG pertaining 
to the introduction of S. 359 are located 
in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Statements 
on Introduced Bills and Joint Resolu-
tions.’’) 

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2005 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak about the need for hate 
crimes legislation. Each Congress, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduce hate 
crimes legislation that would add new 
categories to current hate crimes law, 
sending a signal that violence of any 
kind is unacceptable in our society. 
Likewise, each Congress I have come to 
the floor to highlight a separate hate 
crime that has occurred in our coun-
try. 

On July 17, 2004, Donald Brockman, 
Darren Gay, Shawn Regan and an un-
identified 16-year-old boy accompanied 
another man home after leaving a bar 
in Austin, TX. After arriving, the four 
men allegedly punched and kicked the 
victim as well as forced him to violate 
himself because they believed he was 
gay. The four attackers described 
themselves as Aryan Nazis and later 
bragged about ‘‘beating up a gay man.’’ 

I believe that the Government’s first 
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend 
them against the harms that come out 
of hate. The Local Law Enforcement 
Enhancement Act is a symbol that can 
become substance. I believe that by 
passing this legislation and changing 
current law, we can change hearts and 
minds as well. 

f 

FAREWELL TO JOE F. COLVIN 

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I 
would like to recognize the significant 
achievements of Joe F. Colvin, who is 
retiring as president and chief execu-
tive officer of the Nuclear Energy In-
stitute, and acknowledge his many 
noteworthy contributions in building a 
strong future for nuclear energy, 
America’s largest emission-free elec-
tricity source. 

As chairman of the Senate Energy 
and Natural Resources Committee, it 
has been my distinct pleasure to work 
closely with Mr. Colvin and his organi-
zation. I can personally attest to his 
leadership in guiding the nuclear en-
ergy industry through a period of ex-
traordinary renaissance. 

Mr. Colvin has provided more than 40 
years of service to our Nation, first as 
a submarine office in the U.S. Navy 
and later in the commercial nuclear 
energy industry. 

When he took the helm at NEI in 
1996, conventional thinking was that 
the industry was stagnant and nuclear 
power had no future in America’s en-
ergy mix. He rejected that view and 
tirelessly worked to advance nuclear 
energy’s true capabilities—its proven 
safety, its contribution to our environ-
ment and its affordability. 

After more than 20 years of debate, 
Congress passed legislation in 2002 des-
ignating Yucca Mountain as the site of 
Nation’s used fuel repository giving 
our Nation clear direction for our used 
fuel management program. 
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Today, America’s nuclear plants are 

now recognized as the significant as-
sets they are, and the nuclear energy 
industry is more competitive than 
ever. In addition, several companies 
are testing an improved licensing proc-
ess for new nuclear power plants. 

Although Mr. Colvin is quick to ac-
knowledge the accomplishments of 
others, his own work on behalf of the 
nuclear energy industry has paid enor-
mous dividends. Through frequent tes-
timony before congressional commit-
tees, conversations with senior Govern-
ment officials and countless others, he 
has educated many about the value of 
nuclear energy and the promise it 
holds. 

Hence, it is with mixed emotions 
that I wish Mr. Colvin, a great Univer-
sity of New Mexico Lobo, all the best 
in his retirement from the Nuclear En-
ergy Institute. He has earned a well-de-
served respite. 

f 

PHARMACEUTICAL MARKET AC-
CESS AND FAIR TRADE ACT OF 
2005 

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I rise 
today to discuss the introduction of an 
important piece of legislation that will 
greatly aid Americans, both young and 
old, with their health care costs. I, 
along with a bipartisan group of Sen-
ators, have introduced the Pharma-
ceutical Market Access and Fair Trade 
Act of 2005. This legislation would pro-
vide much needed assistance for mil-
lions of Americans who are struggling 
to pay for their prescription drugs. 

American consumers are currently 
charged 55 percent more, on average, 
for the same brand-name medicines 
sold in other major developed countries 
for a fraction of the price. The Pharma-
ceutical Market Access and Fair Trade 
Act of 2005 would allow American con-
sumers to benefit from international 
price competition for prescription 
medicines through the reimportation 
of FDA-approved prescription drugs. 
This legislation allows U.S.-licensed 
pharmacies and drug wholesalers to 
import medications from Canada, Eu-
rope, Australia, New Zealand, and 
Japan and pass along the savings to 
their American customers. This ap-
proach would allow Americans to ben-
efit from lower prices on their prescrip-
tion drugs while still enabling them to 
use their local pharmacy. The bill also 
allows individual consumers to import 
prescription drugs for their own per-
sonal use. 

One of the leading arguments against 
reimportation has been concerns over 
safety of the prescription drugs that 
are sold abroad. My colleagues and I 
have addressed this issue by providing 
strict safety measures in this legisla-
tion which are intended to guarantee 
that only safe, effective FDA-approved 
prescription drugs are imported. Such 
provisions would require pharmacies 

and drug wholesalers to register with 
the FDA and be subject to frequent, 
random inspections. It would allow 
only the importation of FDA-approved 
medicines with a ‘‘chain of custody’’ 
that can be traced all the way back to 
an FDA-inspected manufacturing 
plant. It would provide for the use of 
the anticounterfeiting technology to 
identify safe, legal imported medicines, 
as well as give the FDA resources and 
authority it needs to ensure the safety 
of imported drugs and to stop those 
that are unsafe. 

It is very important that the bill this 
Congress takes up and passes will not 
only become law but also ensure that 
reimportation is actually allowed to 
occur. This bill ensures that by includ-
ing features to prevent a drug company 
from blocking importation by making 
subtle changes to a drug, such as 
changing the color or the place of man-
ufacture, so that it is no longer FDA 
approved. 

It is about time that the Senate 
takes up this legislation and passes it. 
It has broad bipartisan support and has 
been subjected to intense discussion, 
review, and debate. We are now faced 
with health care costs nationwide that 
are spiraling out of control, and we 
need to take action to address this 
issue. Allowing the safe reimportation 
of prescription drugs is a step in the 
right direction. The majority of the 
American people support reimporta-
tion, and I hope the leadership of this 
body will listen to them and finally 
provide the relief our citizens need. 

f 

COMMISSION ON MEDICAID AND 
THE MEDICALLY UNDERSERVED 

Mr. CHAFFEE. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to join Senator GORDON SMITH 
and others in the introduction of a bi-
partisan proposal that calls for the cre-
ation of a Commission on Medicaid and 
the Medically Underserved. This legis-
lation recognizes the importance of as-
sessing what aspects of the Medicaid 
program are working, which need re-
form, and how to improve service deliv-
ery and quality in the most cost effec-
tive manner possible. In this tight 
budget climate this bill highlights the 
need for a comprehensive assessment of 
the Medicaid program. The future of 
Medicaid cannot be determined by cost 
alone. 

This Medicaid commission would be 
charged with numerous duties, includ-
ing reviewing and making rec-
ommendations on long-term goals of 
the program, populations served, finan-
cial sustainability, interaction with 
Medicare and the uninsured, and the 
quality of care provided. Medicaid is a 
critically important program that 
helps meet the health care needs of a 
diverse population. Namely it serves as 
a source of traditional insurance for 
poor children and some of their par-
ents, it pays for an acute and long term 

care services for the elderly and dis-
abled, wraps around coverage or assist-
ance for low-income seniors and the 
disabled on Medicare, and serves as the 
primary source of funding for safety 
net providers serving Medicaid patients 
and the uninsured. 

In recognition of the diverse popu-
lation Medicaid serves, the Medicaid 
commission would be comprised of 23 
members representing all the stake-
holders in the Medicaid program. The 
commission has 1 year to hold public 
hearings, conduct evaluations and de-
liberations, and issue its report rec-
ommendations to the President, Con-
gress and the public. 

Like many of our Nation’s governors, 
I agree that the Medicaid program 
needs a careful assessment with an eye 
toward reform that will make the pro-
gram financially sustainable. At the 
same time, I recognize the importance 
of not fundamentally altering the 
structure of program without the delib-
eration necessary to preserve aspects 
of the program that are working. I urge 
my colleagues to join me in supporting 
Senator SMITH’s legislation to help 
bring Medicaid into the 21st century 
with reforms driven by efficacy, and 
not simply the cost of the program. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

HONORING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF WEST KENTUCKY 
COMMUNITY AND TECHNICAL 
COLLEGE 

∑ Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, I pay 
tribute and congratulate West Ken-
tucky Community and Technical Col-
lege, WKCTC, as one of the finalists for 
the prestigious Bellwether Award pre-
sented by the Community College Fu-
tures Assembly. Their recent recogni-
tion has given Kentucky reason to be 
proud. 

As one of eight national finalists, 
WKCTC is recognized for its Realtime 
Captioning Technology program. This 
program, which was originally funded 
by a $475,000 Congressional award, cre-
ates a distance-learning format de-
signed to greater prepare individuals 
for the workplace, while also providing 
broadcast captioning for the hearing- 
impaired. With over 28 million deaf and 
hearing-impaired Americans nation-
wide, I am sure that you will join me in 
recognizing the importance of pro-
viding such a service. 

The Bellweather award was estab-
lished in 1995 as integral part of the 
Community College Futures Assembly. 
This assembly primarily focuses on 
cutting-edge, trend setting programs, 
which often run the risk of being re-
placed at larger colleges. 

I hope that you will join me today in 
both recognizing and congratulating 
West Kentucky Community Technical 
College in their recent achievement. 
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